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Activity
World Challenge
Key Learning

Students will develop a deeper understanding of Asia and its relationship with Australia. 
	The Australian Curriculum > Cross-curriculum priorities > Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia

	Organising ideas
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Cross-curriculum priorities
Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia
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General capabilities
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Literacy
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Intercultural understanding
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Personal and social capability
Critical and creative thinking

	Asia and its diversity

· The peoples and countries of Asia are diverse in ethnic background, traditions, cultures, belief systems and religions. 

· Interrelationships between humans and the diverse environments in Asia shape the region and have global implications.
 Achievements and contributions of the peoples of Asia 

· The peoples and countries of Asia have contributed and continue to contribute to world history and human endeavour. 

· The arts and literature of Asia influence aesthetic and creative pursuits within Australia, the region and globally. 

Asia-Australia engagement

· Collaboration and engagement with the peoples of Asia support effective regional and global citizenship.
· Australia is part of the Asia region and our histories from ancient times to the present are linked.

· Australians play a significant role in social, cultural, political and economic developments in the Asia region.
· Australians of Asian heritage have influenced Australia’s history and continue to influence its dynamic culture and society.
Link Cross-curriculum priorities 
	


Focus Questions

1. What country did the students visit for their World Challenge experience?

2. How did the students help the Cambodian children in the orphanage?
3. What are some of the similarities and differences between Australia and Cambodia?

4. Complete this sentence. Our next stop was __________, where we trekked to the top of Lang Bian Mountain. 

5. Describe the trek that the students went on.

6. What skills do you think the students learnt from the trekking experience?

a. Teamwork

b. Problem-solving

c. Communication

d. All of the above

7. What challenges did the students encounter on the trek?

8. How is the World Challenge expedition a life changing experience?

9. What surprised you about this story?

10. Post a message on the Behind the News comments page.
Activity
The following ‘Classroom World Challenge’ is a research-based project for students. The project encourages students to use research and inquiry based learning to discover more about the Asia-Pacific region. Students will examine a country in the Asia-Pacific region and explore its connection to Australia. This project emphasises quality research, collaboration and effective presentation. Through this project students will develop their communication, teamwork, negotiation and delegation skills.
	Preparing for the ‘Classroom World Challenge’


· Set up teams consisting of 4-5 students.
· As a class brainstorm as many countries you can think of that are in the Asia-Pacific region. 

· Ask each group to choose which country they would like to research for their project. Ensure that each group is researching a different country. 
· Ask each group to name their team.
· Each team will allocate the following project activities amongst its members. Ensure that the workload is evenly spread across the team. 
	Project activities


· On a world map locate where in the Asia-Pacific region your country is located. For inspiration, when illustrating your map, take a look at this map of Cambodia http://mapcollection.wordpress.com/?s=cambodia
· Take your time to learn a little about the local culture of the area. Here is an example of the etiquette required when travelling in Cambodia http://www.lonelyplanet.com/cambodia/travel-tips-and-articles/74933.
· Use role play to demonstrate socially acceptable gestures.

· Write the top ten travel words or phrases for when you travel.
· The people – what is the population?
· Describe the climate – what weather can you expect at different times of the year?

· Describe the terrain
· Describe the foods
· Flora and fauna – what plants and animals can you find?

· Identify and categorise connections with Australia and Asia from everyday life. Students will need to consider the following with an emphasis on Australia’s engagement with Asia:
· Food

· Products

· Culture (music, dance, movies)

· Celebrations

· What are some of the similarities and differences between Australia and the country you have chosen?

· Identify what your team’s physical expedition will involve. Teams should be looking for a blend of adventure and culture (include 4-5 highlights). For example, if your expedition is to Cambodia, your team can visit temples at Angkor Wat, visit the local markets and prepare for a traditional feast, go on a Mekong river tour and offer your help at a local school. 

· Plan your itinerary and budget. Research the cost of airfares from Australia to your chosen country for your team. What other costs will you need to consider when planning for the expedition? Design and make your own passports.

· What equipment will you need to take with you? Show this as a list.
	Presentation


Encourage teams to present their research in an interesting way. Here are some ideas:
· Prezi presentation http://prezi.com/index/ 
· Oral presentation

· Web page
· Glogster presentation http://www.glogster.com/
Further Investigations
Go to the World Challenge website to find out more about what’s involved a World Challenge expedition. What sort of planning goes into a World Challenge expedition? http://www.worldchallenge.com.au/
Research for and then design a postcard for a country in the Asia-Pacific region.
Research Australia’s aid program to Cambodia. What does the aid program aim to do? The following AusAID website will help students with their research. http://www.ausaid.gov.au/countries/eastasia/cambodia/Pages/home.aspx
( Related Research Links

World Challenge – Cambodia expedition overview

http://www.worldchallenge.com.au/destinations/south-east-asia/cambodia/
BBC News – Country Profiles

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
Asia Education Foundation – Curriculum resources
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/teachers/curriculum_resources/curriculum_resources_landing_page.html
Asia Education Foundation – Getting Connected: What’s Asia Got to Do with Me?

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/verve/_resources/SOSE_UP_unit6.pdf
Scootle – Map tool: South-East Asia and the Mekong River
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L1391/index.html
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